
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
January 12, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
January 12, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim General Manager/Engineering Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim 
Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience: District Employees, including Jamie 
LeBlanc, Larry Saunders, Mike Demers, Michelle Hills, Cathy Langlow, Krista Lewis, 
and Scott Kilpatrick; Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Terri Cook, Jessica Sidhu, Dale 
Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, Curt Tronsdal, Jim Walters, Ryan Dales, Mike 
Newman, Tina Newman, Ed Stauffer, and Mark Semrau (additional employees and 
audience members were present; however, they did not sign the attendance sheet). 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for January 12, 2016: 

a. Approval of Minutes 01/05/16 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2657 

Voucher Nos. 5264-5322, Payroll Check Nos. 12365-12444 ($330,504.82) 01/12/16 
 

Commissioner Cook asked about the language inserted following his statement below: 
“Commissioner Cook stated that one woman came to him and claimed she was touched 
inappropriately” (HR Manager White is not aware of any such claim, as it was not presented to 
her by either Commissioner Cook or an employee); Clerk of the Board Carpenter replied that the 
statement was inserted for clarification.  Commissioner Cook asked where the information came 
from; Clerk of the Board Carpenter replied she asked Human Resource Manager White. 
The motion passed.  

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2015. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report; Interim Manager/Engineering Manager Sidhu 
reported: 

• He will be attending the Skagit irrigation meeting tomorrow and indicated that at 
the meeting of July 7, 2015, Attorney Thomas Mortimer attended and has been 
working on drafting talking points for the District regarding rates during 
emergency periods of drought and non-drought crop irrigation supply and existing 
PUD policy.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that he asked Attorney Mortimer to 
prepare talking point issues for non-drought crop irrigation supply/existing PUD 
policy for use at the meeting tomorrow.  The talking points were distributed to the 
Commission.  Commissioner Cook stated he would be attending the meeting as 
well. 

• Bulk water fill stations have been delivered and installation is expected in late 
January or early February.  Discussion points regarding fill station issues were 
prepared by Attorney Mortimer and distributed to the Commission for review 
prior to a future meeting.  Discussion ensued regarding the work performed by 
Attorney Mortimer on behalf of the District. 

Attorney Gilbert reported that the foreclosure sale is set for February 5 for the one 
remaining delinquent LUD assessment from 2015 and he will attend. Discussion ensued 
regarding the location of the property, whether it is occupied, bankruptcy status, and IRS 
issues. 



Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported that staff is reviewing efficiency in 
pipe replacement, looking at potential leaks and on Thursday and Friday will have a 
presentation for leak detection equipment that can be used without a consultant.  
Discussion ensued regarding pipe types and sizes.   

IT Manager Chrysler reported he will be meeting with CityWorks and Cayenta regarding 
outstanding invoices.  The District is hosting the Pacific Northwest Users Group (PNUG) 
meeting at which Cayenta will present a demonstration on the latest version.  He is 
working with North Star on a parallel testing tool and licensing for SCADA.  He received 
a letter from Skagit County regarding their Commissioners request for a meeting of the 
fiber consortium on Monday, January 25 (the PUD Commissioners have copies of the 
letter). 

Operations Manager Fox reported that his department continues work with the fill 
stations, security issues, SCADA and the crew has been at the WTP over the last week 
and half changing out manhole covers to improve access to the meters replaced a year 
ago.  He will be attending the Local Emergency Planning Commission meeting 
tomorrow.  Discussion ensued regarding fill station installation. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that his department is working with North 
Star and they will be on site for testing the last week of January.  He reported that online 
bill payment is going well.  Commissioner Robertson shared a letter from a customer 
thanking the District for the online payment option.   

Commissioner Cook asked if Cayenta could attend a Commission meeting to discuss the 
difficulties of the new computer system; IT Manager Chrysler replied yes, that can be set 
up. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that an L&I ergonomics expert will be on site 
tomorrow for a free one-hour seminar to address concerns regarding employee work 
spaces.    

Under New Business Treasurer Dales presented the Status of Delinquent LUD 
Assessments as of January 1, 2016.  She reviewed the status of current delinquent 
accounts as compared to the previous 11 years.  Currently there are 28 delinquent 
accounts (two or more installments delinquent), with a cumulative total of $39,850.49.  
She stated that the number of accounts is higher than last year; however, the cumulative 
total is lower.  The first step in complying with RCW 35.50.030 states foreclosure 
proceedings shall be commenced on or before March 1, pending property notification, 
which is handled by District counsel.  Discussion ensued regarding whether or not it is 
cost effective to pursue foreclosure on delinquent accounts and to move forward, or not, 
with collections of said accounts.  Commissioner Robertson acknowledged that the 
Commission has been apprised of the delinquent accounts and moved to approve a 
motion for counsel to proceed with collection of delinquent accounts as presented.  The 
motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu proposed two budget work sessions for 
next week.  Discussion ensued regarding the proposed dates and Commissioners 
Littlefield and Cook were in agreement regarding a session on Tuesday, January19.  
Commissioner Robertson recommended if the regular meeting of January 19 is cancelled, 
having a longer work session and leave it open as to whether an additional session is 
needed.  A work session was scheduled for 3-5:30 PM (or longer) on Tuesday, January 
19.  Commissioner Robertson moved to cancel the regular meeting of January 19 to 
accommodate a prolonged work session regarding the 2016 Budget.  The motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Tronsdal stated he was not able to access the District’s 
website in the meeting room; Commissioner Robertson replied he is able to access it and 
suggested connecting prior to coming into the room.  IT Manager Chrysler stated that as 
the room fills up there could be issues depending on the number of people trying to 
connect.  Mr. Tronsdal apologized for displaying his temper at previous meetings and 
asked if there will be a change of officers; Commissioner Littlefield replied no, they are 
for a two year period.  Discussion ensued regarding the officer positions. 

Dale Ragan stated that he serves on the Mount Vernon City Council and they do not go 
home on December 31 until they have a budget.  He stated he felt the District may have 



issues with their future audit and believes not having a budget is difficult on department 
heads and does not put the PUD in a great light. 

Ed Stauffer stated that he is a resident of Alger and commented on the instream flow rule 
and feels bad when the Commission does not get along and get pushed around. 

Mike Newman stated he believes Bob Powell received benefits as Interim Manager he 
was not entitled to and asked for an explanation; Attorney Gilbert replied that the District 
solicited and paid for a legal opinion regarding the issue and the District was not found in 
violation.  Mr. Newman asked about Mr. Powell being given extra pay; Attorney Gilbert 
replied that it was a unanimous decision and the Commission agreed to pay Mr. Powell 
through January 31.   

Discussion ensued with the Commission and audience regarding discord amongst the 
Commission, complaints by Commissioners regarding treatment of one another, differing 
opinions, working together, not violating the legal process and tenets of executive session 
and the need for overall improvement. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated that the legislative 
session has begun and he will be attending WA PUD Association (WPUDA) Legislative 
Committee meetings regarding water issues and hopes the legislature can use information 
from the District’s meeting with DOE tomorrow. 

Commissioner Cook stated that he is concerned about notification that Treasurer Dales’ 
photograph was removed from the wall outside the Aqua Room and asked what kind of 
games are being played.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that while he has no idea what 
happened to her photograph there are many outside groups that use the Aqua Room on a 
regular basis.   

Commissioner Littlefield wished staff good luck with the DOE meeting tomorrow.  

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of January 12, 2016 was adjourned 
at 5:29 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


